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(Canis latrans) 
 

 
 
 

Identification: 
Size: Average weight = 20-40 pounds. 
Coloration: Brown to salt-and-pepper gray with black tips. 
Other distinguishing features: Slender build, bushy tail with black tip, long narrow 
muzzle and large erect ears. 
 
Habitat: 
Coyotes are extremely adaptable and can be found in all habitats statewide, including 
populated neighborhoods.  
 
Benefits: 
Coyotes are major predators on rodents and rabbits, keeping these animal’s 
populations under control. 
 
Behavior/Problems /Concerns: 
Coyotes are most active at night, in early morning and in late evening but will venture 
out during the day at times. Coyotes are quite capable of living in urban areas and 
therefore they are commonly reported seen on public streets and in other populated 
areas.  
Coyotes are not pack hunters like their relative the Wolf and therefore must be able to 
kill what they are able to catch themselves. Common prey includes rabbits, rats, small 
livestock, chickens, cats and small dogs. Coyotes are opportunists and will scavenge 
for food by digging in trash and searching bar-b-que grills for leftover food.  
 
Eradication of this species is neither possible nor recommended. It is very difficult to 
catch Coyotes and no method of removal is highly effective. One method that has been 
effective in catching Coyotes is use of a leghold trap but this method is not safe for a 
City because people’s pets are caught in them more often than Coyotes. 



 
 
 
Citizen's Responsibility: 
The City of Round Rock has a leash law for dogs and a nuisance law for cats. This 
means that all dogs must be securely contained in an enclosure or restrained on a 
leash and cats can be deemed a nuisance once they are off of their property. These 
laws assist not only in protecting citizens but also in protecting pets from dangers such 
as Coyotes. Though Coyotes are curious animals and may become brave enough to 
get close to humans they will not attack humans and will only try to bite if they are 
cornered. 
 
To peacefully coexist with this species, citizens are encouraged to do the 

Following: 
1. Keep all pets from roaming and keep them contained inside of a secure fence or 

enclosure when they are outside. 
2. Install an electric fence as added security if pets are kept in a fenced yard.  

3. Keep small pets (cats, poodles, pet rabbits, etc.) indoors unless accompanied by 
someone, particularly at night. 

4. Do not leave dog food, cat food, etc. out overnight. 
5. Keep trash receptacles securely closed.  

6. Keep yard clean and free of large items and debris. 
 

Similar Species: 
Coyotes often breed with domestic dogs creating hybrids called "Coydogs". These 
animals sometimes bear similarities to both Coyotes and domestic dogs, making true 
identification difficult. Historically Red and Gray Wolves were found in Texas but they 
have not been in the area for several years, so any dog-like animal that possesses 
physical characteristics of a Coyote, particularly if it is larger than the average Coyote 
may be a Coydog. 
 
For more information on Coyotes contact Round Rock Animal Control at  
(512) 218-5500 or visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department website at 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us  

 

 

 


